[image: image1.jpg]


Elementary School Promotion Policy

Assessment/Grading

Students are assessed/evaluated according to the grade level standards, which they are expected to achieve by the end of the academic year. There are many factors, which are considered during this assessment process including: effort, social behavior, work habits, class participation, assignment completion, general progress, specific student successes, skill and strategy development, Involvement in projects and performances, performance on tests, quizzes and assignments over the reporting period. 

Reporting 

The report is designed to inform about the student’s progress toward specific grade level standards and to monitor the learning process of each student.  Students receive reports three times each year, at the end of each trimester.  After each report there will be a Parent – Teacher Conference Day (Parent Day).  
The students are graded in core classes (Reading, Writing, Math, Science & Social Studies (History & Geography), specialists’ classes (Art, ICT, Music, PE, and French for grades 2 - 5), Arabic, and Behavior.  Attendance is also reported for each trimester.  

Student achievement is graded on the following rubric for Core, Specialist and Arabic classes:

	1
	Difficulty
	The student experiences difficulty accessing the concept/skills 

(Unable to access Grade Level Standards)

	2
	Beginning
	The student is at the initial stage of understanding concepts /skills 

(Working below Grade Level Standards)

	3
	Developing
	The student uses and understands concepts /skills with support 

(Approaching Grade level Standards)

	4
	Secure
	The student independently uses and understands concepts /skills 

(Working at Grade Level Standards)

	5
	Extending
	The student independently uses, understands and applies concepts /skills

(Working at Grade Level Standards)

	6
	Exceeds
	The student applies concepts / skills to a level that exceeds grade level expectations (Working beyond Grade Level Standards e.g. Talented and Gifted)

	NA
	Not Applicable
	The student was not assessed in this category at this time


The following codes are used to report the student’s initiative, work/study habits, and personal and social behavior skills:

Co – Consistently Demonstrates - 
The student consistently demonstrates the behavior or work habit   
I - Inconsistently Demonstrates -
The student inconsistently demonstrates the behavior or work habit      

M-Minimal -
The student minimally demonstrates the behavior or work habit

Promotion Policy

At the end of each academic year students need to have met the following minimum requirements in order to enter the next grade level:
	Core Classes

	Language Arts
	Reading
	Achievement grade of 3 or above in two out of the three of the Reading standards

	
	Writing
	Achievement grade of 3 or above in three out of five of the  Writing standards

	Math
	Achievement grade of  3 or above in Number Sense, Computation and two other Math standards
Grade 5 only – Achievement of 3 or above in Number Sense, Computation, Problem Solving and one other Math standard

	Science
	Achievement grade of 3 or above in either Development of Concept or Development of Skill



	Social Studies (History & Geography)
	

	Specialists’ Classes

	Art
	Achievement grade of 3 or above in two or more of the standards for each specialty area.

	French (G2-5)
	

	ICT
	

	Music
	

	PE
	

	Attendance

	A minimum of 85% attendance for the academic year.  




If a student is at risk of not meeting the above criteria it will be indicated on the trimester report.  When a student is at risk of not meeting the Promotion Policy requirements the teacher, VPs, and parents will meet to discuss actions to take to work toward promotion.  

Learning Support
Although, the teacher differentiates the curriculum to meet the differing needs of students, some students may need additional support and/or differentiation in order to access the curriculum.  Students who need additional support with class work will be assisted by the classroom teacher, and the Learning Support Team, who may provide in – class support or pullout support in either an individual or small group setting. 

Parents of students referred for learning support will be kept up to date with their child’s progress through the trimester reports and parent meetings and also by the Learning Support case review meetings.

Students on IEPs are not held to this Promotion Criteria except for attendance. They must however, meet their learning goals for that year. The parents of any student at risk of not achieving their goals will meet to discuss the possible actions to take, to work toward promotion.

Consequences
It is our aim to be able to support students in school, however, where a student has not met the grade level requirements and needs support above and beyond what we are able to provide, the parents will be advised and required to seek another school which can provide the appropriate level of support.

