STUDENT CLASS PLACEMENT FOR SEPTEMBER 2011







                                   January,  2012
Dear Parents, 

Now is the time for you to decide whether you wish your child to continue with the British International Curriculum and enter Year 2 or change to the American Elementary Curriculum and enter Grade 1 for the next academic year, 2011/2012. 
Please note that after Year 1 there are three classes per year in the British School and two classes in the American School so please book your place early by replying as soon as possible. There is a waitlist, which continues from year to year should the system of your choice not be available by the time you reply or should you wish to request a transfer, for a good reason later on.

The school main website contains information about all sections of the school, www.alsson.com.

There is a brief overview of both schools overleaf. Should you wish to meet the Head Teacher / Principal to discuss this matter, please contact the school for an appointment.

Yours sincerely,

Registrar’s Office
__________________________________________________________________

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND RETURN IT TO YOUR CLASS TEACHER NO LATER THAN  THE BEGINNING OF MARCH
Name of child: ______________________________________________

Year 1 class: ___________________________


I wish to keep my child in the British International Section as from September 2012

I wish to place my child in the American Elementary Section as from September 2012
*Please tick as appropriate. ( √ )

Signed: _____________________


Date: _________________
Brief overview of the two schools (details are on our school website www.alsson.com):

British Primary School:

•Our curriculum is largely based on the National Curriculum of England (NCfE) as taught in the UK

•We run curriculum - related day and residential trips to reinforce learning at school

•We have a wealth of UK educational resources 

•Our humanities topics are based on Egypt and the wider world

•We use the latest UK initiatives as part of our assessment procedures: Assessment for Learning (pupils involved in assessing their own learning) & Assessing Pupils’ Progress. We assess and report in National Curriculum Levels allowing ease of transfer between the UK and other British Schools

•Target /pupil tracking & data analysis is carried out to monitor student ongoing progress

•We use UK SATs and optional SATs to compare our students’ abilities to students in the UK

•We teach P.S.H.E (personal and social aspects of learning) as part of our curriculum

•We have a Learning Support / EAL Dept to support our students (FS1 – Y6)

•We are accredited by The British Schools of the Middle East (BSME) and by British Schools Overseas (BSO – UK Accreditation Board)
American Elementary School:

•Our American Elementary School curriculum is largely based on the State of Indiana Curriculum, a rigorous curriculum, which is not ‘easier’ than the British Curriculum.
•Our curriculum is broad and standards – based

•We emphasize ‘Skills & Knowledge’ and focus on higher level thinking skills

•Our History/ Geography studies are adapted to learn about Egypt and the wider world

•We have ‘guidance’ as part of our curriculum (how to live and work well with others) 

•Colorful and engaging U.S. texts and materials used

•We run curriculum – related day and residential trips to support and extend our learning

•We use Stanford10 external tests and standards – based internal grade level assessments to assess our students’ learning and progress and to compare our students’ abilities to those in the U.S.A

•We use our Grade Keeper program and perform data analysis to track student progress

•We have a large Learning Support / ESL Services Dept. to cater for students who need support (G1 – 8)

•We are fully accredited by NCA CASI (American Accreditation board)
Both schools offer:

Well - qualified and experienced staff

First Language Arabic & Religion – we follow The Ministry of Education syllabus & examinations for both schools

Social Studies with curriculum related day trips (begins Y5/G4)

Arabic as Second Language for foreigners

Specialist subjects: Art, ICT, Music, French (from G2/Y3) and PE – the curriculum may differ slightly between the two schools as appropriate
After school activities and school events

Peripatetic music lessons
High School: It should be noted that whilst the curriculum and teaching / learning styles do differ between the two systems in the primary / elementary and middle schools, the largest difference occurs at the High School stage. The British School offers the two - year (Edexcel) British GCSE examinations (Y10 and Y11) followed by AS (Y12) and then A - level examinations in Year 13. The students’ results in these examinations gain them points to go to the University of their choice. The American High School offers a four - year program (G9 – 12) with various compulsory and also elective courses with continuous assessment (which does include exams but also includes many other forms of assessment as well) leading to gaining the American Diploma along with the external SATs (taken in G11/12). The students gain points derived from their GPA / courses and their SATs score/s which they use again to apply for Universities. Where the sixth form AS and A - level students go into more depth in a few subjects the American High School students continue with a broad range of subjects. Please check the senior school part of the website for more details.

-Please review the promotion / progression policies for both schools – also on the websites.

-Parent – Student Handbooks for both schools (include curriculum overviews and the Behaviour Policy / Code of Conduct along with other information) and each Key Stage are also available on the main website and curriculum newsletters can be found on the primary / elementary website (accessible through the main website).

If you have any further questions, please do make an appointment to come and see me.

Best wishes, Miss Smith

Primary School Head Teacher / Elementary School Principal

